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9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 

Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  

Wash a car by hand with 

someone in your family.  

Make a dish using a 

recipe that has at least 

four ingredients.  

Have a discussion 

regarding social 

distancing with your 

family. What has been the 

hardest part? What has 

been the easiest?  

Go on a photo scavenger 

hunt. Try to find something 

that goes with each letter 

of the alphabet. 

Read a book from the free 

section of iBooks 

or gutenberg.org 

Explore the power 

Hubble  at   

hubblesite.org/resource-gallery 

Mindful Minute: Write a 

letter to your future self 

about what is going on 

right now. How are 

you feeling? 

Play a board game 

with you family.  

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.  

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 

Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 

contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 

by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 

MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 

For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 
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https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540
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Grade 9 English Language Arts:  May 4-May 8, 2020 

Hello Parents and 9th Graders, 

Here is a review of content previously taught this school year. This learning 

opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 

opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 

work provided.  

Week 6: May 4-May 8 Pages 754-769 
 

Day 1:754 Day 2: 757-759 Day 3:760-763 Day 4:764-766 Day 5:767-769 

 

Exceeding-/ekˈsēdiNG/ 
 
Of an extent considerably above 
the normal or average. 

Siervert- /ˈsēvərt/ 
 
Unit of dose of energy 

Dosimeter-/dōˈsimidər/ 
 
A devise used to measure an absorbed dose 
of radiation. 

Quarantine-/kwôrənˌtēn/ 
 
A state, period or place of isolation  

Devoid- /dəˈvoid 

 
Entirely lacking or free from 

Phenomenon-/fəˈnäməˌnän/ 
 
A fact or situation that is observed to exist, 
whose cause or explanation is in question 

 

● For read aloud accommodations and specialized instructional support please 

contact your child’s teacher. 
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MAKING MEANING

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

� WORD NETWORK

Add interesting words 
related to the world’s end 
from the text to your Word 
Network. 

THE NUCLEAR TOURIST

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, reread paragraphs 7–10 of 
the selection. Do you agree or disagree with the author that “There is 
something deeply rooted in the human soul” that compels people to visit 
places like Chernobyl? Explain.

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share the passages 
from the selection that you found especially important. Discuss what you 
noticed in the selection, the questions you asked, and the conclusions you 
reached. 

3. Essential Question: Why do we try to imagine the future? What has 
this article taught you about world’s end literature? Discuss with your group.

Concept Vocabulary

macabre    eerily    specter

Why These Words? The three concept vocabulary words are related. With 
your group, determine what the words have in common. Write your ideas, 
and add another word that fits the category. 

Practice
 Notebook Write a sentence using each of the concept vocabulary 

words. How did the words make your sentences more vivid? Discuss.

Word Study
 Notebook Latin Root: -spec- In “The Nuclear Tourist,” Johnson 

explains “the specter of nuclear meltdown.” The word specter contains the 
Latin root -spec-, meaning “to see” or “to look.” Work individually to complete 
the following activities. Then, discuss your responses with your group.

1. Reread paragraph 22 of “The Nuclear Tourist.” Identify a word that 
contains the root -spec-. Look the word up in an online dictionary, and 
write its definition.

2. Find and write definitions for these words that contain the root -spec-: 
inspection, spectacles, aspect.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

� STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text
Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.

Language

of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of 
speech.

reference materials, both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it take to survive?

GROUP DISCUSSION  
There is no wrong way to 
think about a particular 
place, but travel journalism 
has to be based on real 
experiences that happened 
in that location. Members 
of your group might have 
different ideas about similar 
places. Talk out differing 
opinions, and learn more 
about why group members 
feel a certain way about  
an area.

Analyze Craft and Structure
Literary Nonfiction In literary nonfiction, authors use traditional 
fiction-writing techniques to bring true stories and real locations to life for 
readers. Travel journalism is a type of literary nonfiction in which the writer 
describes what it is like to visit a particular place. 

Effective travel journalism captures the reader’s interest and gives the reader 
a vivid impression of a specific location or journey. To accomplish this goal, 
the writer does the following:

includes fact-based information about the place. This information can 
include the place’s location, how to get there, and key historical events 
that happened there.

adds personal observations about the place, such as what the writer saw, 
heard, felt, tasted, and smelled. These observations are subjective, or 
based on personal opinion, but they also offer an impression of the place 
beyond what readers may get from straightforward facts.  

employs literary techniques, such as a story-like sequence of events, 
figurative language, and dialogue. With these literary techniques, writers 
set the scene for readers, allowing them to imagine what they might see, 
hear, or experience as if they had traveled with the writer.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Why do we try to imagine the future?

Practice
Work independently to analyze elements of travel journalism in “The 
Nuclear Tourist.” Then, discuss your findings with your group.

FEATURE
EXAMPLES FROM 
THE ARTICLE

HOW THEY HELP READERS 
IMAGINE CHERNOBYL

fact-based 
information

personal 
observations

literary 
techniques

The Nuclear Tourist 755
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Read It 
Work individually. Use this chart to record examples of scientific and technical 
terms from the selection. Define each term by using context clues and 
verifying definitions in a dictionary. Then, discuss with your group how each 
term helps the author communicate precise information in an efficient way.

SCIENTIFIC/TECHNICAL TERM DEFINITION HOW IT IMPROVES UNDERSTANDING

Author’s Style 
Diction Word choice, or diction, is a key element of a writer’s style, helping 
to express his or her voice and purpose. A writer’s diction also reflects the 
topic. For example, articles about history will include diction particular to that 
study. Likewise, writings about science or technology will include scientific 
and technical terms, or words and phrases with precise scientific or 
technical meanings. Consider passages A and B, both of which are based on 
paragraph 3 of the article.

Passage A: I glanced at my device: The dial had moved past zero—this 
indicated that I was being exposed to some measure of danger. Nothing to 
worry about yet.

Passage B: I glanced at my meter: 0.19 microsieverts per hour—a fraction 
of a millionth of a single sievert, a measure of radiation exposure. Nothing to 
worry about yet.

Passage A provides information, but it is not specific. The reader does not 
learn what type of danger the author is in nor how he is measuring it. In 
contrast, Passage B uses scientific and technical terms, such as radiation 
exposure and sieverts, that have precise meanings. These terms communicate 
specific information in an efficient way.

The use of scientific and technical terms allows writers to quantify critical 
information and make it exact. However, these terms can be challenging for 
general readers.

Write It 
 Notebook Rewrite the sentences so that each includes a scientific or 

technical term.

1. My device told me that I had been exposed to some radiation.

2. Our guide told us that we could be harmed just from picking mushrooms, 
which concentrate poisons.

THE NUCLEAR TOURIST

� STANDARDS
Language

Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening.

Acquire and use accurately general 
academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at 
the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression.
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EFFECTIVE EXPRESSION

� EVIDENCE LOG

Before moving on to a 
new selection, go to your 
Evidence Log and record 
what you learned from 
“The Nuclear Tourist.”

Research
“The Nuclear Tourist” touches on the effects of Chernobyl and looks at 
what it was like to visit the area decades after the disaster. Learn more about 
Chernobyl by completing the following research assignment.

Assignment

With your group, research the Chernobyl disaster. Focus on finding out 
about what happened before, during, and after the accident.

Once your research is complete, present your findings in one of the 
following formats. Remember that scientific and technical terms help 
clarify important concepts, so consider using those terms to support ideas 
in your writing.

 Assume the identity of a journalist stationed in the Soviet Union in 
1986. Write a series of three newspaper reports that correspond to 
before, during, and after the accident. 

 Assume the identity of a citizen who lives in Chernobyl in 1986. 
Write three journal entries that describe what life was like before, 
during, and after the accident.  

 Assume the identity of a local government official who lives 
in Chernobyl in 1986. Write three reports that might have been 
issued by the government before, during, and after the accident.

Project Plan Before you begin, make a list of the tasks you will need 
to accomplish to complete your research. Then, assign individual group 
members to each task. Finally, determine how you will make decisions about 
what sources you will use, what information and details to include, and how 
you will present your information.

Finding Sources When researching, consult a variety of reliable and 
trustworthy sources such as newspapers, peer-reviewed magazine and 
journal articles, encyclopedias, and books written about the subject. When 
searching on the Internet, look for articles and studies that list their own 
sources. Then, verify the credibility of those sources. Use the checklist to 
determine the quality and usefulness of the sources you find. You should be 
able to check the “Yes” boxes for all sources you choose to use.

Source Checklist

 Yes  No Does the source have a good reputation?

 Yes  No Does the source avoid bias or a political agenda? 

 Yes  No Is the content well-written and clearly designed?

 Yes  No Does the source accurately cite information from 
other sources?

 Yes  No Does the source address questions you have 
about the subject, either directly or through 
textual details?

� STANDARDS
Writing

Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects to 
answer a question or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; 
integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for 
citation.

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.

The Nuclear Tourist 757
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MAKING MEANING

POETRY COLLECTION 1

the beginning of the end of the world
The Powwow at the End of the World
A Song on the End of the World

Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read, you will encounter these words.

prayerful   faithless   prophet

Base Words If these words are unfamiliar to you, analyze each one to see 
whether it contains a base word you know. Then, use your knowledge of the 
“inside” word, along with context, to determine the meaning of the concept 
word. Here is an example of how to apply the strategy.

Unfamiliar Word in Context: . . . until [the salmon] arrives in the 
shallows of a secret bay on the reservation where I wait alone.

Familiar “Inside” Word: reserve, with meanings including “to save 
for future use.”

Conclusion: The speaker is waiting in a secret area, so reservation may 
refer to land that has been set aside for a specific purpose.

Apply your knowledge of base words and other vocabulary strategies to help 
you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read POETRY
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

NOTICE who or what is 
“speaking” the poem and 
whether the poem tells a story or 
describes a single moment.

CONNECT ideas within the 
selection to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check.

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 9–10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.

Language
Identify and correctly use patterns of 
word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Why do we try to imagine the future?

BackgroundsAbout the Poets

Lucille Clifton (1936–2010) grew up in 
New York State and worked in government 
agencies until shortly after her first book was 
published. From there, Clifton authored many 
critically acclaimed collections of poetry. Her 
many honors include an Emmy Award, the 
National Book Award, the Coretta Scott King 
Award, and the Ruth Lilly Prize for Poetry. 

Sherman Alexie (b. 1966) grew up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation in Washington 
State. As a child, Alexie suffered from seizures 
and spent much of his time in bed reading. 
After he finished college, his career as a 
writer took off. Since then, Alexie has won 
numerous awards for his novels, stories, 
screenplays, and poems.

Czeslaw Milosz (1911–2004) was born in 
Lithuania before the revolution brought the 
Soviets to power in 1918. Milosz spent the 
World War II years working for underground 
presses, then came to the United States as 
an embassy official for the communist Polish 
government. In 1951, Milosz defected to 
the United States and began writing books, 
ultimately receiving the Nobel Prize in 1980.

the beginning of the end of the world

Cockroaches have been around for 300 
million years. They easily outlived the 
dinosaurs, and time will tell if they will outlast 
people as well. It is often said that only 
cockroaches could survive a nuclear war. That 
may be an exaggeration, but they are resilient 
creatures—a cockroach can withstand ten 
times as much radiation as a person can.

The Powwow at the End of the World

The Grand Coulee Dam spans the Columbia 
River and stands 550 feet tall and over 5,000 
feet long. Completed in 1942, the dam was 
built to provide jobs and generate massive 
amounts of electricity for the region. However, 
the dam has been controversial—its creation 
flooded Native American communities and 
forced thousands to relocate. Furthermore, 
the dam has blocked salmon migration and 
was used to supply energy for the production 
of the first atomic bombs.

A Song on the End of the World

Warsaw, Poland, was one of many cities 
devastated by the Nazi regime during 
World War II. For most of the war, the Nazis 
occupied the city. Polish Jews were rounded 
up in ghettos, sent to concentration camps, 
and executed. In 1944, the Polish Home Army 
staged an uprising against the Nazis. Civilian 
casualties were in the hundreds of thousands. 
The Nazis eventually overcame the uprising 
and went on to destroy much of the city.

Poetry Collection 1 759
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POETRY

Lucille CliftonLucille Clifton

the beginning
          of the end
of the world
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 cockroach population possibly declining
 —news report

maybe the morning the roaches
walked into the kitchen
bold with they bad selves
marching up out of the drains
not like soldiers  like priests
grim and patient in the sink
and when we ran the water
trying to drown them as if they were
soldiers  they seemed to bow their
sad heads  for us not at us
and march single file away

maybe then  the morning we rose
from our beds as always
listening for the bang of the end
of the world  maybe then
when we heard only the tiny tapping
and saw them dark and prayerful
in the kitchen  maybe then
when we watched them turn from us
faithless at last
and walk in a long line away

5

10

15

20

NOTES

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

Mark base words or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

prayerful (PRAIR fuhl) adj. 

MEANING:

faithless (FAYTH lihs) adj. 

MEANING:

the beginning of the end of the world 761
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall
after an Indian woman puts her shoulder to the Grand Coulee Dam
and topples it. I am told by many of you that I must forgive
and so I shall after the floodwaters burst each successive dam
downriver from the Grand Coulee. I am told by many of you
that I must forgive and so I shall after the floodwaters find
their way to the mouth of the Columbia River as it enters the Pacific
and causes all of it to rise. I am told by many of you that I must forgive
and so I shall after the first drop of floodwater is swallowed by that

 salmon
waiting in the Pacific. I am told by many of you that I must forgive

 and so I shall
after that salmon swims upstream, through the mouth of the Columbia
and then past the flooded cities, broken dams and abandoned reactors
of Hanford.* I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall

* Hanford nuclear production site in southeastern Washington State where the plutonium 
for the atomic bomb that ended World War II was made.

5

10

NOTES

762 
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after that salmon swims through the mouth of the Spokane River
as it meets the Columbia, then upstream, until it arrives
in the shallows of a secret bay on the reservation where I wait alone.
I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall after
that salmon leaps into the night air above the water, throws
a lightning bolt at the brush near my feet, and starts the fire
which will lead all of the lost Indians home. I am told
by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall
after we Indians have gathered around the fire with that salmon
who has three stories it must tell before sunrise: one story will teach us
how to pray; another story will make us laugh for hours;
the third story will give us reason to dance. I am told by many
of you that I must forgive and so I shall when I am dancing
with my tribe during the powwow at the end of the world.

15

20

25

NOTES

The Powwow at the End of the World 763
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

POETRY

On the day the world ends
A bee circles a clover,
A fisherman mends a glimmering net.
Happy porpoises jump in the sea,
By the rainspout young sparrows are playing
And the snake is gold-skinned as it should always be.

On the day the world ends
Women walk through the fields under their umbrellas,
A drunkard grows sleepy at the edge of a lawn,
Vegetable peddlers shout in the street
And a yellow-sailed boat comes nearer the island,
The voice of a violin lasts in the air
And leads into a starry night.

And those who expected lightning and thunder
Are disappointed.
And those who expected signs and archangels’ trumps**

Do not believe it is happening now.
As long as the sun and the moon are above,
As long as the bumblebee visits a rose,
As long as rosy infants are born
No one believes it is happening now.

Only a white-haired old man, who would be a prophet
Yet is not a prophet, for he’s much too busy,
Repeats while he binds his tomatoes:
There will be no other end of the world,
There will be no other end of the world.

Warsaw, 1944

* trumps trumpets.

5

10

15

20

25

NOTES

Czeslaw Milosz

A Song on the 
End of the World

Mark base words or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

prophet (PROF iht) n.

MEANING:

764 



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. How does the speaker try to get rid of the roaches in “the beginning of the end  
of the world”? 

2. What causes the Pacific Ocean to rise in “The Powwow at the End of the World”?

3. In “The Powwow at the End of the World,“ how will each of the three stories the 
salmon tells affect listeners?

4. In “A Song on the End of the World,“ why are some people disappointed?

5.  Notebook Confirm your understanding by writing a brief description of  
each poem.

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from one of the poems. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect 
of the poem?

Poetry Collection 1 765
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MAKING MEANING

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

� WORD NETWORK

Add interesting words 
related to the world’s end 
from the texts to your Word 
Network.

GROUP DISCUSSION

Keep in mind that the 
members of your group have 
had diverse experiences. 
Listen to each other’s 
experiences with an open 
mind. Use empathy so that 
you can learn from and 
relate to one another. 

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the poems you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, reread “The Powwow at the 
End of the World.” Who or what must the speaker forgive? Under what 
conditions will the speaker completely forgive? Explain.

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share the 
passages from the poems that you found especially important. Discuss 
what you noticed in the poems, the questions you asked, and the 
conclusions you reached. 

3. Essential Question: Why do we try to imagine the future? What 
have these poems taught you about world’s end literature? Discuss.

Concept Vocabulary

prayerful    faithless    prophet

Why These Words? The three concept vocabulary words are related. With 
your group, determine what the words have in common. Write your ideas, 
and add another word that fits the category.

Practice
 Notebook Use a dictionary to confirm the definitions of these words. 

Write a sentence using each word. How did these words improve the clarity 
and meaning of the sentences you wrote? Discuss with your group.

Word Study
 Notebook Anglo-Saxon Suffixes: -ful and -less In “the beginning 

of the end of the world,” Clifton uses the words prayerful and faithless. 
These two words end in Anglo-Saxon suffixes that have opposite meanings. 
The suffix -ful means “full of” or “having,” whereas the suffix -less means 
”without” or “lacking.” Many base words can take either suffix, forming a 
pair of antonyms. Work individually to complete these activities.

1.  Using your understanding of these two suffixes, write a definition for the 
word faithful, an antonym of faithless. 

2. Write a synonym for the word prideful. Consult a thesaurus if needed.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and 
is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary 
of the text.
Language

 Identify and correctly use patterns 
of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of 
speech.

 Consult general and specialized 
reference materials, both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it take to survive?ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Why do we try to imagine the future?

Analyze Craft and Structure
Theme and Poetic Structure A theme is a central idea or message about 
life revealed through a literary work. Sometimes, poets state themes directly. 
More often, however, messages are implied. When themes are implied, 
readers make connections among the events, details, and images in order to 
figure out the poem’s larger message.

One literary element that can reinforce a poem’s theme is poetic structure, 
the way in which lines and stanzas of the poem are organized. A stanza is a 
group of lines in a poem that is separated from other stanzas by space. Like a 
paragraph in prose, a stanza often expresses a single main idea. Poems vary 
widely in structure. They may have short lines, long lines, short stanzas, long 
stanzas, and so on. These choices support the flow of the poet’s ideas and are 
clues to the theme.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.Practice

 Notebook Work with your group to answer the questions.

1. What is the end of the world like in each poem? For example, is it terrible, peaceful, 
or uneventful? Explain.

2. (a) What message are the cockroaches trying to communicate in Clifton’s 
poem? (b) Do the people understand that message? Explain.

3. Why might Alexie have chosen to use one continuous stanza? What effect does that 
choice have?

4. Work together to identify elements of each poem that suggest its theme. Capture 
your notes in the chart. Then, for each poem, propose and discuss possible themes.

the beginning of the 
end of the world

The Powwow at the 
End of the World

A Song on the End of 
the World

EVENTS DETAILS/IMAGES POSSIBLE THEMES

GROUP DISCUSSION

Discuss each group 
member’s interpretations 
of the poems. Through 
this discussion, determine 
possible themes for each 
poem. Remember to be 
respectful of other students’ 
interpretations during 
discussion.
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Author’s Style
Use of Language Some poems are organized in set patterns, a quality 
that is often evident from the way they look. Poetry that follows a defined 
structure is called formal verse. Free verse poems, like those in this 
collection, are poems that do not follow specific set patterns. While free 
verse poems may have a looser appearance, they, too, use formal elements, 
such as sound devices, to build meaning. 

Sound devices are uses of language that emphasize the sound relationships 
among words. Rhyme is one type of sound device, but there are others:

Alliteration: repetition of initial consonant sounds in nearby syllables, 
particularly stressed syllables (as in nearly napping)

Consonance: repetition of final consonant sounds in stressed syllables 
that follow different vowel sounds (as in sit and cat)

Assonance: repetition of similar vowel sounds in stressed syllables that 
end with different consonant sounds (as in seal and meet)

All sound devices create musical and emotional effects, heighten the sense of 
unity in a poem, and emphasize meaning.

Read It 
1. Work together to identify examples of alliteration, consonance, and 

assonance in each of the three poems. Use the chart to gather your 
observations.

POEM ALLITERATION CONSONANCE ASSONANCE

the beginning of the end 
of the world

The Powwow at the End 
of the World

A Song on the End of 
the World

2. Choose one example from each poem, and explain how it emphasizes 
meaning, creates a sense of unity, or adds a musical effect.

Write It 
 Notebook Working independently, write three phrases or poetic lines. 

Use alliteration in one, consonance in the second, and assonance in the third.

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it, and 
manipulate time create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise.
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EFFECTIVE EXPRESSION

� EVIDENCE LOG

Before moving on to a 
new selection, go to your 
Evidence Log and record 
what you learned from “the 
beginning of the end of the 
world,” “The Powwow at 
the End of the World,” and 
“A Song on the End of the 
World.” 

Speaking and Listening
The poems in this collection all relate to the idea of the world’s end. Explore 
this idea further by writing and presenting an original literary work.

Assignment

With your group, choose one of the following prompts. Discuss the 
poem related to your prompt, and refer to your notes about the author’s 
style and the poem’s themes. As a group, use your discussion to craft an 
original literary piece, which you will deliver in an oral presentation to 
the class.

 In “the beginning of the end of the world,” the cockroaches are 
sad for and eventually become disappointed in the speaker. Write a 
poem from the cockroaches’ point of view in which they are able to 
say in words what they cannot communicate in the poem.

 In “The Powwow at the End of the World,” the speaker says that he 
or she will forgive when the speaker and all the lost Indians sit around 
a fire and listen to a salmon tell three stories. Use information from 
the poem to write and tell the three stories that the salmon relates.

 In “A Song on the End of the World,” what might the disappointed 
people in the third stanza wish to tell the white-haired prophet? 
Write a dialogue between the two parties that addresses the poem’s 
ideas about the expectations and realities of the end of the world.

Project Plan Before you begin, make a list of the tasks you will need to 
accomplish in order to complete the assignment. Then, assign individual 
group members to each task. Finally, determine how you will make decisions 
about what themes you want to convey, what images and word choice to 
use, and how you will use literary structure to present your ideas.

Revise Before you present, read your writing aloud as a group. Consider 
your stylistic choices, and make changes as needed in order to emphasize 
the words, images, and lines that are the most important to convey the 
meaning of your work. Make sure all group members have a role to play in 
the presentation.

Present Once your group is satisfied with your work, practice your 
presentation, and provide constructive feedback. Strive to make the 
presentation seamless and smooth.

� STANDARDS
Writing
Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

Speaking and Listening
Integrate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse 
media or formats evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each 
source.

Present information, findings, 
and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, 
and task.
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